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Sword Swallower Claims
Truckload of Snakes;
One Bites Her on Thigh

By TUCKERSTEINMET?Z
Of the Garzette Staff

T ROCK TURSDAY. SEPTENBER T T97L"
Fumm R Doctor Loses

| Another Bid

To Reopen Case

g represented her,

-~BL&ff Photo by

ncy to Bite’

(3fhe Prescaott

‘They Have a Tende

The anaconda which has just bitten its owner still |
tangled in the cloth of her trousers.

. Dr. Vadee Kroft of Little Rock |
lost-what-apprently was her Jast |
chance Monday in the Arkansas
Supreme Coura to persuade the
Court to reopen the malpractice

case against her. i
The Supreme Court denied a 3 i
‘motion by her attorney, Eugene

B. Hale Jr., W reopen and re- ! C
consider its dismissal of her ap- | Ot
peal of a malpractice judgment | Str
aginst her in Pulaski Circuit sel
Court. ‘the
_ She had contended that a mo. ' ane,
tion to dismiss the appeal was' )
filed without her knowledge Jast Cou
year and that she had learned | g,
only this summer that the law. exol
yer who was shown on court rec. judg
ords as representing her had not to t:
ing
The lower -court had awarded Rob
a judgment of £37,000 to Wilbur chan

5‘}{ Cox. of North Little Rock, liam

{ who lost the use of his left hand 'Stre
[because of a severed nerve that presy

iresulted from a fall. The lower June
ccourt had found that Dr. Kroft Jpede

135 its fangs [had not sewn up the wound selly

properly at the Arkansas Bap. Jury
‘tist Medical Center, M

Dr. Kroft and the insurance Mad
company appealed but the ap. issue
peal was dismissed after 2 set. AV
tlement was arranged. Dr. Kroft hgve
sad she had. not been aware of idg
the dismissal unttl some weeks e
afterward, h‘i ¢

In & series of motions in the stitu
supreme Court since then, Dr Cano
Kroft said she wanted the ap. Adead

peal reinstated and the record of He

the trial reviewed so that she Wwifte
could clear her reputation. She fobe
sard her livelihood was at stake. Siate

Hale had filed the latest mo. “NCT
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s of the case! Del Rio, who says she is a Spenish gypsy, a snake
g“n‘b;‘gé bat | charmer, sword swallower and fire and light bulb eater, went
by her were!t0 Lilt'’e Rock police headquarters Monday morning to claim
’ | her abandoned truck, but she gave most of its cargo of 36
the Supreme  Snakes to the Little Rock Zoo. -
-+ ‘The lieutenant told me,

your truck’ « « & he didn't fini
Monday afternoor while sh

said her livelihood was at stake.

Hale had filed the latest mo.
tion after receiving a letter from
Steele Hays of Little Rock, who
had been shown as the attorney
for Dr. Kroft. Hays' letter said.
he had been disturbed to read in
8 newspaper account of Dr.
Kroft's first effort 1 get the zp-
peal reinstated that he had been
her attorney, He said another

she knew noth. | €@

€l

fe

‘Take your snakes and take
sh it,”* Miss Del Rio recalled
e massaged a snake bite on her

second.degree
m  of  Letis

Cireuit Court.
tenced to 21
r the shooting.
it a taveeh on
. Brewer's at.
had contested
ictions to the

1 T. Bland’s
\Wo-year sen-
arceny in Pu.
rt. Bland’s at-
‘e Kirby had
the prasecut-
t on proof that
ad been stolen
re than $35 —
theft into the
egory — after
ad rested the
n~ Court re-|
ent and alsy|
. Judge Kirby |
llowed a con-
/ given to po-
aced as evi-

of unknown species.

right thigh.
said, ‘Yes.'"
It began Thursday when a pa-
trolman spotted a truck parked
on Interstate Drive near Inter-
state 30 and Sixty-fifth Street.
Big letters on the back 8aid,-
“Alive Reptiles.”
. The truck still was there Fri-
day, and Patrolman Andrew

Lockhart went to investigate, ]

Finding the inside teeming with
caged snakes, he was reluctant
to inventory the stock. Zoo
Director Raymond Squires was

— one Eastern diamondback

very poisonous specimen), two |
anacondas, 13 cottonmouth moc-
casins, three boa constrictors |
(one dead) and 18 small snakes |

Suffers Bite
By Anadonda
Monday afternoon, Miss Del

"I said, ‘You mean get the hell out of here?’ He

(across the lot to another truck to
get her sword, explaining on the
way that a snarling cur chained
to the truck was “half wolf, half
husky.” ‘ ’
“1 like the wild,” she said,
patting the knot on her thigh. She
sent Richardgon to
Bactine for the bite.
With a camera trained on her,
she lifted the sword, stopped

attorney had handled the appeal
after the trial and that his
(Hays’) only connection with the
appeal was to inform the other
attorney, Alston Jennings, that|
Dr. Kroft was opposed to a ‘
missal of her appeal, Jennings
apparently represented the in-
surance company. He moved feri

mmf
ed thtough

ha
“collective maneuvering” her

deni

momentarily to ask, “Will it

Ifortable.” then jabbed about 15

rattler, ome African viper (a,’mChes of steel

down her gullet
for a picture. .

“I'm the world's smallest lady
sword swallower,” she said,
rubbing the bite again.

“That [the bite] don’t bother
me no more » « » I eat fire, walk
on glass, eat light bulbs, all the
stuff « « « I exhibit myself in
shows « « . In the winter I do

Turkish belly dancing, smake|

constitutional right to an atiior-
’ e resenting he rests.
called, and he counted 36 snakes take very long? It’s Yory Sucop. OTW IOpRES § Relindy

Hale previously had indicated
that he would take the case to
the TUnited States Supreme
Court

285 Will Enter

Training Projects
Two hundred and eighty-five

jobléss or underemployed per-
|sons in Arkansas will receive
job training in four projects
funded under the Manpower De-
velopment Training Act.

The projects will be adminis-
tered by the United States La-
bor Department Manpower
Administration and the United
States Health, Education and
Welfare Department office of
Education.

The number of trainees, the
training agency and project
costs are: 150, State Department
of Vocationa] Education at Little
Rock, $522,629; 75, Tucker-Cum. | ¥
mins State Prison, $180,858; 20,
Arkansas State Board for Voca-
tional Education, $101,527, and
40, Capital City Business Col.
lege, $133,402.

All trajning will be in ocoupa-
tions in' which there is a local
demund. The projects are initi
ated by the local empl

dancing—exotic dancing, you
would call it. Put down that I'ma.
19 years old.” .

Miss Del Rio declined to esti-
mate the value of the snakes she
had given to the Zoo. She appre.-
ciated Squires’ gesture Friday.

‘They were nice enough to get
them out of the sun,"” she said.

She rubbed her bite again—by
then it had become a hard lump
—and said matter of factly,
“Anacondas are not very
friendly

Rio and her assistant, Dennis
Richardson, were at a service
station near the freeway wait-
ing to get a %ew ggad for the

: truck engine. Two boa constric-
nf: Dles;mrs and two South American
B Baitvies lanacondas seemed to know the
T — Michae] | 8hort, dark-skinned woman. The
son of Mrs, |serpents twined around her
Almyra (Ar. | 8rms and torso. It all seemed
s shot {atal] [routine until Miss Del Rio at.
nting thres €Mpted to return the anacondas
il hori. to their cage, whereupon one of
yra, authorl- thew bit her on the right thigh.

“It bit me,” she calmly told
Richardson, who stepped over
and extracted the snake fangs
from her blue stretch pants,

‘“Yes,"” Miss Del Rio ex-
plained, “anacondas have g
tendency to bite often.’’

They’re not polsoncus, but,
she said, ‘‘they got a juice in
their mouth that makes it sting,
¢« s ¢ I'd show you where he bit
me, but it'd be kind of embar-
rassing in a public place.” She

anced furtively about the serv-
ice statlon lot, then pulled her
| pants down on one leg to reveal
& bleeding wound, “T think he
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Trial l:;stponed
For Student, 15

A Municipal Court trial for
Herman Mitchell Jr., 15, of 1010.
Pulaski Street, on a charge of
assault with a deadly weapon
was postponed Monday until Oc-
tober §,

Mitchell is aocused of pulling
& pisto]l an Robert Jenkins, an
art teacher- at Dunbar Junior{
High School, during a dixeciphi.

nary disnute in olace lasi Phiwa
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serpents twined around her
arms and torso. It all seemed
routine until Miss Del Rio at.
tempted to return the anacondas
to their cage, whereupon one of
:m‘%—.ﬂther on the right thigh.

“It bit me,” she calmly told
Rééh;%w, ,wbtsg stepiedfover
and exiracted the snake angs
from her blue stretch pants.

‘“Yes,” Miss Del Rio ex-
plained, “‘anacondas have a
tendency to bite often.’

They’re not poisonous, but,
she said, ‘‘they got a juice in
their mouth that makes it sting.
¢ « « I'd show you where he bit
me, but it'd be kind of embar-
rassing in a public place.” She

ice station lot, then pulled her

| pants down on one leg to reveal

a bleeding wound. “I think he
left a fang in me,” she said.

Thinks Viper
Cave Birth

Apparently while the truck
was abandoned, Miss Del Rio
said, the " African viper gave
birth to at least.four babies. She
killed them because the vipers
‘Were poisonous from birth. Miss
Dél Rio fears that other baby vi.
pers may be hiding in the
framework of the van. When she
arrives in Louisiana, she said,
she will burn a sulphiif candle in
wlhich will kill any liv.
n it. . o

Miss Del Rio is with the.Wil-
liam D. Stanley Shows of Thibo-
daux, La. She said the truck was
being driven by a man called
Little .John—‘They called him
Little John. You don’t know peo-
ple’s real names, you know. You
pick—ten Ye<and—that-the
man, who had a wife and baby,
was fot making any money
managing ha&r snake exhibit. So;
he ditched ‘the truck. Miss Del
Rio’ thinks he sold some of the
snakes, then ran off with -an.
other carnival,

Demonstrates
Sword Swallowing
.She interrupted har account

ut "Little John "to declare
adly, —“Fm—a sword ~swal-

" With

glanced furtively about the serv-

_iton described

that she strode | pls ideas on the topic had noth-|

jwem out of the sun,” she said.

She rubbed her bite again-—by
then it had become a hard lump!
—and sald matter of factly,
‘“Anacondas are not very
friendly,”

Trial Postponed
For Student, 15

A Municipal Court trial for
Herman Mitchell Jr., 15, of 10]0.
Pulaski Street, on a charge of
assault with a deadly weapon
was postponed Monday unti] Oc-
tober 5.

Mitchell is aocused of pulling
a pistol an Robert Jenkins. an
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Administration and the United
States Health, Education and
Welfare Department office of
Education.

The number of trainees, the
training agency and project
costs are: 150, State Department
of Vocational Education at Little
Rock, $522,629; 75, Tucker-Cum-.
mins .State Prison, $180,853; 20,
Arkansas State Board for Voca-
tional Education, $101,527, and
40, Capital City Business Col- |
lege, $133,482.

All trajning will be in occupa-
tions in which there is a local
demand. The projects are initi-
ated by the local employment
services and state vocational ed-

art teacher at Dunbar Junior

‘nary dispute in class last Thurs-
day.

The postponement was to give

High School, during a discipli. |

ucation agencies. ,

The.employmentservices|
refer, - test and counsel appli-
cants for training; pay training,
transportation and subsistence

Mitchell a chance to get a |aw.
yer. |

allowances, and provide job
placement assistance.

In Industrial D

Richard Preston of Bosto
dustrial Developers of Arkans

Preston, executive’vice presi-
dent and secretary of the Ameri-
can Industrial Development
Council, said in an interview
Monday after his arrival at
Adams Field that rural industry
-must- be developed by ““provid-
ing. the capital investment and-
the development of identified po-
tentials in the rural-areas.”

Asked to comment on the
drive by Senator John L. Me-
Clellan (Dem., Ark.) and others
to shift industrial growth to the
suburbs and the country to de-

centralize the x?m;ﬂaﬂon. Pres-
hose efforts as
‘‘the Robbing Peter to Pay Paul

Syndrome.”” = .
“He stressed that.his organiza:
tion: was, nonpartisan and -that

Balance Is ’H eld Necessary |

opment in rural afeas must be b
expansion of urban industry:; , .

ividing expertise in industrial de-
velopment to, would:be entrepre.

‘would be more
ture capital. .

evelopment

n will tell the Society of In-
as today that industrial devel-
alanced by the retention and

ing to do with McClellan or ady-
one else touting the idea of slow-
jng industrial expansion in the
cities to shift it to rural areas,
He said it was an “idiotic con-
cept” s ww. All you're doing if
you do.a thing like that is creats.
ing social problems.” 3 i
When industries. close down in’
urban areas, jobs are lost and
urban decay is accelerated,
Preston said, Industry that has
potential in rural- areas should
be encouraged; he said, by ‘pro-y°

< 2%

neurs so. that lending institutions
willing to- ven-
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